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Background

• RCS England launched the Certification Scheme for cosmetic surgery on the 12 January 2017. 

• The scheme was established in response to the Keogh Review of the Regulation of Cosmetic Interventions, to help address 
significant patient safety concerns and a lack of regulation around the practice of cosmetic surgery in the U.K. 

• RCS England established and supported a Cosmetic Surgery Interspecialty Committee (CSIC) and a series of working groups to 
set the standards and criteria for the Scheme. This was funded by the Department of Health in England.

• The CSIC included representatives from across the UK, public and private sectors and all relevant Surgical Specialist 
Associations (SSAs). The CSIC also included representatives from the DH, Scottish, Welsh and Northern Ireland Governments, 
GMC and CQC.

• The project was difficult and complex with many competing views from stakeholder groups to consider.

• Recently the certification scheme has been brought under intercollegiate governance via the creation of the Intercollegiate 
Cosmetic Surgery Oversight Committee (ICSOC) to bring together the Colleges and all the relevant SSAs in the development 
and promotion of the Scheme. 



Specialty Associations and Other Colleges

The revised certification scheme is now intercollegiate and has been developed and supported by the following:

• Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh
• Royal College of Surgeons of England
• Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Glasgow
• Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland
• ABS
• BAAPS
• BAOMS
• BAPRAS
• BOPSS
• BSFPS
• PLASTA UK



Application Routes

The purpose of the Cosmetic Surgery Certification Scheme is to enable patients to be able to choose a cosmetic surgeon who 
meets the standards of training, experience and professionalism that we see as imperative to the delivery of safe, high quality 
surgical care. 

Certification is open to all surgeons who are on the GMC specialist register or who are registered with the Irish Medical Council in 
a surgical specialty that provides training and experience related to the area of cosmetic surgery in which they practise. There are 
eleven available areas of certification, based on a categorisation of cosmetic surgical procedures into groups of closely related 
operations. These procedures are grouped anatomically and the operations within the groups have overlapping requirements of 
skills and training. 

The ICSOC has developed 2 application routes for applicants to select with varying eligibility criteria:

• Traditional route
• Established Practitioner route



Traditional Route

The ‘Traditional Route’ enables eligible applicants to demonstrate compliance through alternate evidence and flexible ways of
submitting evidence. Applicants are required to provide:

• Evidence of their indemnity insurance.
• Agree to the probity statements, which include abiding by the code of conduct as set out within the certification scheme. 
• Attend and complete the ‘Professional Behaviours in Aesthetic Surgery’ course.
• A summary of their last annual appraisal and a letter/email confirmation from the GMC confirming their revalidation.
• Evidence of Operation Numbers.
• A letter from their provider confirming that the applicant has complied with the CMA requirements and that the outcome 

results fulfil all relevant governance structures. 
• A summary of their continuing professional development (CPD) activity.
• x4 reflections on practice
• x2 references, one should be the applicant’s Clinical Director or a referee nominated by their clinical director.



The Established Practitioner Route
The ICSOC recognises that the members of Surgical Specialty Associations (SSAs) which specifically represent, support and develop cosmetic 
and aesthetic surgeons have demonstrated many of the attributes required in order to meet the criteria for the Scheme. 

The ‘Established Practitioner Route’ does not reduce the standards or criteria for certification. This route enables established practitioners to 
demonstrate compliance through alternate evidence and self-declaration; where the ethical and legal liability for probity and honesty will lie 
with the individual and the submission of fraudulent or knowingly misleading information would be a matter for the GMC.

Eligibility Criteria
Established consultants must:
• be on the GMC Specialist Register, within the relevant specialty. 
• have full membership of a relevant UK professional association. 
• have three years in cosmetic practice, in the private sector.

Applicants are required to provide:
• Complete the self declaration application form.
• Evidence of  Operation Numbers.
• Attend and complete the ‘Professional Behaviours in Aesthetic Surgery’ course.
• Agree to abide by the Code of Conduct as set out within the certification scheme.



Where are we now…

• A new ‘Established Practitioner Route’ was launched on the 2nd August 2021 and we are receiving a good level of 
engagement with the Cosmetic Surgery Certification scheme from established consultants.

• The ‘Professional Behaviours in Aesthetic Surgery’ course was adapted specifically for applicants who are applying via the 
‘Established Practitioner Route’ where applicants will only be required to complete x4 reflections instead of x20.

• We are developing a curriculum and creating a prospective pathway for newly appointed CCT-holders.  

• We are liaising with the GMC regarding the credentialing process.  


