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Steve Brine MP 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Public Health and Primary Care 
House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA 

 
29th May 2018 

 
Dear Mr Brine 
 
Cancer of the throat is currently the fastest growing type of cancer, and there is strong evidence to suggest 
this is because of an increase in HPV (human papilloma virus) related oropharyngeal malignancy. 
 
Currently, females aged 12-18 are eligible for the HPV vaccine (Gardasil) in the UK. This covers HPV types 6, 
11, 16 and 18. Types 16 and 18 are responsible for up to 72% of oropharyngeal carcinoma. The vaccine is 
also now being offered to the MSM (men who have sex with men) group as they are less likely to benefit 
from the female vaccination programme. Boys are not currently part of the vaccination programme. 
 
Boys should not be able to contract HPV from girls who have been vaccinated, but currently 15% of girls 
have not received the vaccine. This means that boys still have a high risk of being exposed to HPV infection 
and the risk of malignancy associated with it. 
 
The availability of the vaccine privately, but not on the NHS, further widens the healthcare gap between 
different socio-economic groups. 
 
Ear, Nose and Throat surgeons in the UK diagnose and manage patients who develop oropharyngeal cancer 
and provide long-term multidisciplinary care. As a sub-specialty organisation we are strongly supportive of 
the HPV vaccination programme being extended to boys, and hold the view that to otherwise not do so is 
discriminatory. 
 
We urge the government to reconsider its current policy. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Mr Brian Bingham 
President, ENT UK  

http://www.entuk.org/

